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History of the Chicago Catholic League

By: Rev. James Arimond, S.J.

Though not the oldest high school athletic conference in the state
of Illinois (the former Suburban League holds that distinction), the
Chicago Catholic League has been in operation longer than any
other. It all began on October 3, 1912 when representatives of eight
parochial schools met in Chicago’s Great Northern Hotel
(demolished in 1992) to found the Catholic League. Those charter
members were Loyola Academy, St. Cyril (Mt Carmel), DePaul
Academy, St. Philip, St. Ignatius, De La Salle, Cathedral and St.
Stanislaus. In that very first year of its existence, the League spon-
sored only basketball and indoor baseball. Football competition
was to follow in the 1913-14 school year, track in 1916-17 swimming,
golf, and tennis in 1923-24, cross country in 1946-47, wrestling in
1964-65, water polo in 1965-66, soccer in 1967 and volleyball in
1993. Baseball was dropped after the 1930 season but was reinstat-
ed in the 1957-58 season.

For the first 71 years of its existence, the Chicago Catholic League
operated independently of the Illinois High School Association
(IHSA). The League’s renown, especially in football and basketball,
was recognized nationwide. But, during the late 1960’s and early
1970’s, as the need developed for a wider base of competition espe-
cially in such sports as swimming, track, wrestling, golf, tennis and
baseball, the principals of the League’s schools began to consider
the possibility of joining the IHSA. After much discussion, many
arguments over pros and cons, and several meetings with the IHSA
staff, the Catholic League’s Principals voted 11-1 in favor of joining
the State Association. Thought the momentous vote was taken on
January 30, 1973, the actual entrance into the IHSA did not take
place until June 10, 1974. The reason for the 18 month wait was to
give the League a full year of athletic competition during which it
could make the transition to those rules and practices of the IHSA
which differed from those current at the time in the Catholic
League. Though there was a multitude of objections from many in
the Catholic League to the decision to join IHSA, the benefits that
have accrued to the Catholic League schools and students since
1974 have far outweighed the original objections
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Mark
Antonietti

Mark Antonietti is a 1984 graduate of Mount Carmel High School
where he excelled in football and wrestling.

Mark was a two-year starter for the Caravan football program and dur-
ing his senior season he was recognized as an All-State player on both
offense and defense. He was recognized as an All-American football
player while selected as the football scholar athlete of the year by the
USA Today; in addition, he earned the very prestigious Tony Lawless
Award as the most outstanding football player in the Chicago Catholic
League.

As a wrestler, Mark, was a three year starter and compiled an overall
record of 74-15. He was a three-time CCL Wrestling Champion and a
two-time THSA Regional Champion and as a senior finished 2nd down
state. His senior year he was also the recipient of the Tony Lawless
Award in wrestling—putting him in a very select group of athletes who
earned the Tony Lawless Award in two different sports.

Upon graduating from Mount Carmel in 1984 he took his talents to
South Bend to play for the University of Notre Dame before transfer-
ring and graduating from the University of Nebraska where he was a
two-time letterman for legendary coach Tom Osborne.

Currently, Mark is a faculty member at Mount Carmel where he teach-
es Mandarin and is an assistant varsity football and wrestling coach.
While a coach at Mount Carmel he has been part of staffs which have
won 3 state wrestling titles and 9 state championships in football.

He is married to Erin, his wife of 19 years, and is the proud parent to
four great kids! His oldest son, Dominic, is a junior at Mount Carmel.
Gino is a freshmen at Mount Carmel. A set of twins, Cece and Ben, are
6th graders who attend Christ the King!
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Rich
Borsch

While attending DePaul University, Rich Borsch began
coaching at St. Thomas More School in Chicago, where he
spent seven years and helped found the Chicago Catholic
Grade School Conference, serving over 4,000 children at 32
schools.

In 1974 he began coaching freshman football at Fenwick
High School. In thirty-five years as coach his teams have
had 27 winning seasons, attained 8 league titles, and cap-
tured three 9-0 division championships. He also served as
head sophomore coach and was a varsity assistant on the
1991 Prep Bowl Championship team and the 1995 team that
reached the THSA Semi-Final with a 12-1 record. He has
spent forty-two years on the Fenwick staff.

Rich has also been a member of the Fenwick faculty, served
as Interim Principal and is currently Associate Principal for
Student Services. As a college counselor, he has helped for-
ty-five senior classes with their college selection—over half
of all the graduates of the school. He has earned the Illinois
Board of Education’s highest award for student support per-
sonnel, the COA’s Coach’s Award and served on the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Seton Hall University's’ Counselor Advi-
sory Boards.

Rich resides in Elmwood Park with his wife Karen.
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Jim started his tremendous career in the Chicago Catholic League way back in 1979!
His first stint was with St. Laurence where he taught and coached until 1986. While
with the Vikings Coach Caliendo compiled a record of 72-36 in swimming with a Sec-
tional title in ‘86. In water polo he earned a 57-42 overall record and took 3rd place at
the ISA tournament in ’85 and won the ISA in ’86.

He would then take his talents to another CCL school—Fenwick. He stayed at Fenwick
from ’87 to '93. Here are some highlights during his time at Fenwick:

e  84-7overall record in Swimming

e 7time Chicago Catholic League Champ

e 6 IHSA Sectional Champ

e 6 Top ten state teams

° Finish 2nd in ‘93

° ITHSA Champions in ‘90, ‘91, ‘92

e  Coached 72 THSA All-State swimmers

e Coaches 72 NISCA All American swimmers

After the 1993 season Coach Caliendo took his talents to Carl Sandburg H.S. where he
has continued to coach swimming and water polo. Coach Caliendo will go down as one
of the most successful swimming and water polo coaches our state has ever had. He is
a member of the Illinois Swimming Hall of Fame, Illinois Water Polo Hall of Fame and
a member of the St. Laurence Hall of Fame. He now belongs to the CCL Hall of Fame.
Congratulations! Below are his career numbers:

Swimming (39 Seasons) Water Polo (38 seasons)

® 365—79 ® 703—253

e 24 Conference Championships ® 15 Conference Championships

e 24 THSA Sectional Championships ® 5 IHSA Sectional Championships

® 9 Top Ten state teams e 12 Top 4 finishes down state

. 3—IHSA State Championships . 5—IHSA State Championships

e  3-time Illinois Coach of the year e  4-time Illinois coach of the year

Jim has spent his entire life on the south side of Chicago. After graduating from Br. Rice, he earned his under-
graduate degree at Loras College and went on to earn a Master’s degree in School Counseling at Northeastern
Illinois University and a Master’s degree in School Administration from Governors State University.

Jim has spent 35 years in Catholic school education. While the majority of his time was spent at St. Rita High
School and Saint Ignatius College Prep, Jim got his start as a teacher and coach from De La Salle Institute where
he was hired to teach English and coach baseball, basketball and football. While at St. Rita, he served as an
English teacher, counselor, Assistant Dean and Assistant Athletic Director. In addition to these duties, Jim was
the Head Baseball and Basketball Coach as well as an Assistant Football Coach for a few years. During his
coaching career his teams won over 600 games and he was selected as the Chicago Catholic League (CCL) Coach
of the Year in both baseball and basketball. Jim was the Director of Athletics at Saint Ignatius College Prep
where he was instrumental in re-starting the football program and getting one of the first artificial playing sur-
faces installed at a high school in the Chicago area. Freshman baseball, girls field hockey and boys/girls lacrosse
were added to the Athletic Department under his direction.

Jim has been active in leadership roles throughout his career, serving in the following capacities:
President of the CCL Board of Control
President of the CCL Coaches Association
Secretary of the Girls Catholic Athletic Conference (GCAC)
Member of the Illinois High School Association (IHSA) Legislative Commission
Member of the Illinois Athletic Directors Association (IADA) representing the CCL and the City of Chicago
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association (IBCA) Board Member
Tllinois High School Baseball Coaches Association (IHSBCA) Board Member

Jim was also the CCL and GCAC representative for ICOPS (Interscholastic Council of Private Schools) where he
spearheaded the efforts leading to the expansion of the CCL and GCAC with the addition of some schools from
the Suburban Christian Conference.

Jim has been fortunate to have received the following honors during his career;

2005 TADA Athletic Director of the Year (City of Chicago)

2007 Induction into the CCL Hall of Fame

2010 Induction into the IBCA Hall of Fame

2011 Induction into the GCAC Hall of Fame

2012 Recipient of the A-E-O (Athletic and Educational Opportunities) Meyer-Harte Coaches
and Athletics Leadership Award named for DePaul Basketball Coach Ray Meyer

2014 IHSA Distinguished Service Award

2015 Central Officials Association (COA) Distinguished Coaches Award

Jim has been married to his wife, Maureen, for 40 years. They have three children—Kevin (Kelly), Meaghan and
Maura (Pat Nash) - and eight grandchildren—Jack, Nolan, Henry, Gracie, Charlie, William, Jimmy and Liam
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Roger Meschbach is a 1977 graduate of Gordon Tech. He is the best soccer player our school has
ever produced and he is arguably one of the best soccer players our great conference has ever
witnessed.

Robert played in a hand full of games his junior year and all of the games his senior season finish-
ing with 105 goals in 39 games. 71 of those goals were scored his senior year, a state record (which
still stands to this day) and national record and was named High School All-American. Robert
played for Rapid Vienna in the Austrian Bundesliga the summer after his senior year in high
school, and turned down a contract offer accepting a full scholarship to Indiana University

At Indiana University, Robert became a 1t team All-American, and runner-up to the Hermann
award (the equivalent of the Heisman Trophy). Robert had 61 total goals while at IU, leading the

nation in scoring his senior year with 27 goals, and is still one of Indiana’s all-time leading scorers.

Robert is IU’s 4t all- time leading scorer and 5t all- time in points, tied for 1%t in single points in a
season. Robert was also voted 3 times the ISAA College Player of the week. In 1978 Robert was
selected to the U20 National team. In 1980 Robert’s senior season he was selected as IU’s most
valuable player, selected to the Senior Bowl East team, selected as one of Nike Soccer America
College most valuable players, and was chosen by Walt Chyzowich to the US Olympic Develop-
ment team. During his tenure at IU, the team had a 76-9-4 record with 2 NCCA tournament final
appearances in 1978 & 1980.

In 1980, Robert was the very first player drafted for the Chicago Horizon of the Major Indoor
Soccer League. He also was a first round draft pick of the Fr. Lauderdale Strikers in the North
American Soccer League (NASL) and opted to play for the Strikers. With the Strikers, Robert was
Rookie of the year 1981, made the cover of Soccer America and was 2nd team All North American.
In 1982 Robert was voted NASL player of the week, was asked to play for Team America which is
considered today’s US National Team and was considered one of the top Americans in the NASL.
In 1984, Robert was traded to the Chicago Sting and helped them win the NASL Championship.
Robert finished his professional career playing for the New York Cosmos, San Diego Sockers,
Louisville Thunder and Chicago Power. In Robert’s NASL career he scored 16 goals and 9 assists
for 41 points. In his 43 game MISL career with the Ft Lauderdale Strikers, Chicago Sting and New
York Cosmos he scored 25 goals and 9 assists for 59 points. Robert was also selected to the All
Canadian Team Honorable Mention. In 2005 Robert was selected to Team USA vs The World
team in Dallas in the NASL Heritage Match. Robert was also recently honored to be inducted into
the Illinois Soccer Hall of Fame Nov18th 2012.

Robert was born in Galt, Ontario Canada. Robert is married to his wife Suzi of 33 years and has
two daughters Nicole and Erika and a granddaughter Annabelle.

Rodney Chambers entered Mendel Catholic High School in 1982 where he was a
distance-running leader for four years. Although he never captured a state title,
when left to compete for the University of lowa Hawkeyes, he was a 10-time Cath-
olic League Champion in Track & Cross Country; all-state four times; IHSA Re-
gional Champion, 4-time THSA Sectional champion, a 2-time recipient of the An-
thony R. Lawless Award and a 4-time Chicago Tribune Prep Athlete of the Week.
He was eventually inducted into the Mendel Catholic Hall of Fame in 2005.

In Cross Country, a grueling and unforgiving sport, Rodney spent most of his sen-
ior season recovering from a broken ankle. When he returned, he did so with
vengeance, going undefeated in five races, capturing the individual Catholic
League crown and leading Mendel to its first ever Catholic League team title. He
also added individual titles at the IHSA Regional and Sectional meets that same
season. He eventually finished 5th at the state cross country meet and led Mendel
to a 7th place finish, unheard of from Chicago’s inner city. It would be the highest
in school history never to be repeated or surpassed.

A double-threat in Track & Field, he competed aggressively in the 3200 and 1600
meter races. Between the indoor and the outdoor seasons he won the conference
3200m title five times, setting the outdoor record his senior year. At 1600 meters
he was a two-time winner of the Louis J. Schloderback trophy awarded to the out-
door Catholic League champion. He finished as an all-state runner three times,
taking the bronze medal in both events his senior year.

He went on to a double major in Journalism and English while competing in Track
and Cross Country at the University of lowa where he was a 3-time all-Big Ten
finisher and Big Ten Champion in 1989. He lettered in Track and Cross Country
all four years and still holds Iowa’s all-time 8t fastest indoor 800 meter run.

He obtained a Master’s degree in Public Administration in 2005 and is currently
the Director of Business and Financial Services at the Richard J. Daley Library on
the University of Illinois (UIC) campus in Chicago. He has coached and developed
distance runners at Fenwick High School for the past 10 years.




David is a 1998 graduate of Brother Rice, and while at Brother Rice High
School, was a three-sport athlete playing football (4 years), track (3 years) and
wrestling (2 years).

After graduation, David left for the University of Illinois where he played foot-
ball, earning Academic All-Big Ten honors an incredible five times. In 2002,
David was an All-Big Ten Conference selection and started all twelve games for
the Illini. He was integral piece in that 2002 team setting a number of school
records. As a pillar of the offensive line, David helped pave the way for 446
yards of total offense per game for what was then a school record. That same
offensive line bowled defenses over for a season record of 5,356 total yards.
David’s team was also responsible for allowing the fewest sacks in a season, a
total of 16, setting yet another school benchmark. During his senior year he
was the recipient of the Wright Commitment to Excellence Award, presented
to the Illinois player who has dedicated himself to academic excellence despite
obstacles faced during his collegiate career. David graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Speech Communications in 2001, and during his NFL career he
completed his academic endeavors in 2008 when he received his master’s de-
gree from the University of Illinois in Human Resource Education.

David was drafted by the New York Giants in 2003 and has played for the Gi-
ants the last eight years. During one stretch of his career, he started 120 con-
secutive games. David was named to the 2009 Pro Bowl and was a 2nd team
All-NFL selection of the Associated Press in 2008. Other honors include being
named the 2003 Giants Offensive Rookie of the Year and selected to the NFL
All Rookie Team. David played a major role with the 2007 New York Giants,
winning the Super Bowl Championship. David’s accomplishments extend well
beyond the football field. As a staunch supporter of Project Sunshine through-
out the year, culminating with David hosting an annual barbeque at Woodhull
Hospital for Project Sunshine children receiving medical treatment and their
families. In 2009, as a true testament of his character, David was named the
recipient of the Project Sunshine Volunteer Award. David and his wife Nikki
donated the largest strength and conditioning center in the country for foot-
ball players to the University of Illinois. David and Nikki have a beautiful
daughter, Addison Elizabeth, who was featured, along with David, in the
“N.F.L. Dads Dedicated to Daughters” book.
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Major Joe Martinez, a 1999 graduate of St. Laurence High School in
Burbank, had one of the most storied careers in Viking athletic history,
excelling in both football and wrestling.

Joe accrued many honors during his prep career. He was an all-
conference player as a junior running back in 1997. He was an all-area
and all-state running back in 1998. That senior year was truly one for
the record books as he rushed for 2,014 yards in just nine games, and
amassed 3,143 yards for his career, both St. Laurence football records
that still stand today. He was awarded the Tony Lawless Award in ’98,
and even made the Faces in the Crowd section of the popular magazine
Sports Illustrated.

He was a champion wrestler as well, going downstate twice in his sto-
ried career. He also played baseball for the Vikes. He is a member of
the St. Laurence Athletic Hall of Fame.

After graduation, Joe went on to the United
States Military Academy in West Point, played on the gridiron for the
Black Knights, and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 2003.

In 2005 while transporting Canadian Special Forces deep

in Afghanistan, his Chinook helicopter he was piloting took enemy fire
and was shot down. Joe was able to land the aircraft safely, and protect
the personnel on board from the enemy until help arrived. He has been
awarded numerous awards for valor and service to his country.

He was a professor of military science at University of Illinois at Chica-
go. Joe taught leadership development and empowered young college
students to be their best. For two years, Joe was the recruiting com-
mander in Chicago, one of the most competitive markets in the United
States.

Joe was named President of St. Laurence High School in February of
2012.
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LaRue Martin is a proud 1968 graduate of De La Salle. While a
student at De La Salle, LaRue excelled on the basketball court.
He was a four year varsity player and was All-Catholic League.

His excellent career at De La Salle earned him a scholarship to
continue his basketball career at Chicago’s Loyola University
where he continued his brilliant play. He scored 1, 222 points
and to this day is the school’s all-time leading rebounder with
1,072. He made the entire basketball community take notice
when he outplayed UCLA’s famous Bill Walton in the 1971-72
season during the midst of their famous win streak.

The Portland Trailblazers took notice! In the 1972 NBA draft the
Portland Trailblazers selected Mr. Martin with the first overall
pick. He signed a six-year $1.2 million dollar contract. A young
man who cleaned the cafeteria dishes while at De La Salle to

work off his tuition was now the number 1 selection in the NBA
draft.

To this day LaRue Martin is the only individual in our storied
conference to ever be selected number one overall in the NBA
draft.

After his NBA career LaRue returned to Loyola to finish his de-
gree in sociology. Soon after earning his degree he began to work
for UPS. Over time he worked his way up the corporate ladder
and now finds himself manager nearly twenty individuals.

Larue is married and has two children.
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Jim Grannan is married to Cindy. They have five children, Billy, Jim, Jonathan, Nikki,
and Melissa. They have one granddaughter Ava. Jim graduated grade school from St.
Bede’s in 1974 and then from St. Laurence High School in 1978. He received a Bache-
lor of Arts in Social Science from St. Xavier University in 1984. He received a Master of
Arts in History from Chicago State University in 1990, and a Master of Arts in Educa-
tion Administration from Governor State University in 2000.

Jim played football at St. Laurence High School. In 1976, his junior year team won the
Chicago Catholic League Championship and the Class 5-A State Championship. In
1977, his senior year team won the Chicago Catholic Championship and made it to the
Class 5-A Semi-finals. During his senior year he was named All Catholic League, se-
cond team’s All Area and All State. He played his college football at Illinois Benedic-
tine College.

When Jim graduated from college he coached football and track at St. Laurence High
School (1984-88). He then moved on to De La Salle Institute to become the Head
Track Coach and Defensive Coordinator (1988-90). In 1990, he would become De La
Salle’s Athletic Director. In 1991, he became De La Salle’s head football coach.

Jim was De La Salle’s Head Football Coach for ten years (1991-2000). He finished with
a regular season record of 47-43 and 4-3 in the state playoffs. His teams qualified for
the state playoffs three years (1993, 94, & 99). The 1993 team would be the school’s
first team to make the state playoffs and make it all the way to the Class 5-A Semi-
finals. In 1993, Jim was named Coach of the Year. The 1999 team would win the Chi-
cago Catholic League Championship, made it to the second round of the state playoffs
and eventually finished as City Finalist. His De La Salle teams would be Chicago Cath-
olic League divisional runner-up five times.

Jim came back to St. Laurence in 2002 and become the school’s longest serving Athlet-
ic Director (2002-2012). Also, he would become St. Laurence’s longest serving head
football coach (2003-2011). In nine seasons, his St. Laurence teams would finish with
aregular season record of 42-39. His teams qualified for the state playoffs three years
in a row (2007, 2008, & 2009). His teams would finish as the Chicago Catholic League
White runner-up six times. He was named Coach of the Year in 2006 for leading the
Vikings to their first winning season since 1996. In 2008, Jim was inducted into the St.
Laurence Athletic Hall of Fame as a football player and coach. In 2010, he received the
“St. Laurence Award” (for Outstanding Teacher).

Jim’s overall head coaching record including playoffs is 99-97. Jim stepped down as
St. Laurence’s Athletic Director and Head Football Coach after the 2011/2012 school
year. He is presently St. Laurence High School’s Chairman of the Theology & Social
Studies Department.
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Jack is a 1989 graduate of St. Rita High School and during his
time with the Mustangs he was a three-sport athlete (golf, basket-
ball and baseball).

Although he was a three-sport athlete, Jack excelled in baseball.
He was a two-time All-Catholic league selection and an All-State
selection his senior year after hitting .439 as well as The Chicago
Tribune Player of the year. In addition, he was selected as the

Gatorade Player of the Year in the state of Illinois and Collegiate
baseball named him as one of the top three catchers in the coun-

try.
Jack was drafted by the Chicago White Sox out of High School,
but elected to go to college. During the summer between his sen-

ior year and College he played with the USA National Junior
Team—the only player from Illinois to be on the team.

Jack was fortunate enough to go play collegiate baseball for the
University of Arizona. During his collegiate career he was a three
year starter and three-time All-PAC 10 selection helping the
Wildcats to a PAC-10 title in 1989.

He was drafted and signed a professional contract by the Los An-
gels Dodgers out of college. He played for the Dodgers for two
years. During a nine year career, Jack would play for the Ana-
heim Angels, Chicago White Sox and Chicago Cubs. He also
coached for 2 years in the minor league system.

Jack was inducted into the St. Rita Hall of Fame in 2008 and now
resides in Northern California where is teaches and coaches.

A 2001 graduate of Bishop McNamara high school, Mike was a standout both on
the gridiron as well as on the wrestling mat!

During his football career at Bishop McNamara, Mike was a two-way performer
and excelled on both sides of the ball. In his senior year in a 4A playoff game
against Normal Community H.S., he rushed for 325 yards on 60 carries with four
touchdowns! The rushing yards and attempts are an IHSA 4A playoff record. The
60 attempts is 6th all-time in the National High School record book. He is also the
all-time leading tackler in Bishop McNamara history—that alone is a very out-
standing feat!

He was a three-time All-Catholic League performer, a three-time Kankakee Daily
Journal All-Area selection and was the Kankakee Daily Journal Outstanding Foot-
ball Player recipient. He was also selected to the IHSA All-State team his senior
year.

His football credentials are good enough to earn him a spot in the Chicago Catholic
League Hall of Fame, but his wrestling career might be better!

He is a three-time Chicago Catholic League Wrestling Champion, was the recipient
of the Tony Lawless Award his senior year, a four time Kankakee Daily Journal All-
Area selection, a four-time IWCOA All-State Team selection. In his senior year he
was recognized as the Cliff Keen Wrestling USA High School All-American mem-
ber and was the Kankakee Daily Journal Outstanding Wrestler. In the THSA state
tournament he took 3rd place as a freshmen, 2nd as a sophomore and won it both
his junior and senior season. During his senior season he never allowed a
takedown in 71 matches.

He would later attend Northwestern University where he was a four year letterman
and a National Qualifier at 1571bs in 2004

Michael spent 8 years coaching wrestling with his father, Dale, and brother, Jake
Kimberlin at Bishop McNamara High School. To date, Michael has helped con-
tribute to the success of 15 state qualifiers, 13 state-placers, and 6 IHSA state
champions. He currently is teaching and coaching wrestling at Minooka H.S.




